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Disraeli, hi his Budget, adopted a point of view which should
endear him to all taxpayers. It was that income tax should not
be retained permanently. lie said:

"The feeling of the community generally of the inequality,
of the injustice, and of the odious nature of this tax, has
unfortunately been sanctioned and concurred in by all those
statesmen who have felt the necessity of levying it."

He therefore provided for the ultimate extinction of the
tax by postponing redemption of debt. He also invented the
device of a penny stamp on cheques which continued ever
since until the stamp was increased to twoj>ence.

Unfortunately, Mary Anne could not look forward to extended
triumphs because the Conservative Government of 1858 was a
sad Government, It had no majority and no power. It could
originate nothing and must perforce lend a willing ear to every-
one, Such Governments arc not long-lived.

However, an act of supreme importance distinguished its
tenure of office, namely, the taking over of the authority of
the East India Company by the Secretary of State for India
in Council It also passed an act permitting Jews to enter
Parliament,

The installation of Lord Stanley as Secretary of State for
India led to a certain amount of friction with the Court. Disraeli
managed, by the exercise of that influence he could always exert
over other men when he chose, to induce a spirit of reasonableness
and placate everyone. Thus Mary Anne was able to write to
Mrs. Brydges Willyams that the Queen was all kindness to Dis,

About this time the old question of Reform cropped up once
mote, causing as usual endless quarrels and recriminations,
It was far too complicated to consider in detail here, but
Disraeli made a brilliant speech, enabling Mary Anne to write
triumphantly about him to Mrs. Brydges Willyams. How that
old lady must have licked her lips down in Torquay at receiving
first-hand information from the wife of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer as to the Government's fortunes* Actually, no one
liked Reform, a contentious, invidious affair bound to land ^ its
sponsors in unpopularity with some section of the community,

Disraeli, as usual, compromised and cajoled, reconciled people,
and spoke brilliantly. In spite of all his efforts, on the second
reading of the Reform Bill the Government was defeated.
Thereupon Parliament was dissolved Mary Anne's Dizzy
was out in the cold again, but she wrote to Mrs, Brydges